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Click Here to experience these investment opportunities, by video touring the new design! 
 

https://youtu.be/0ltWLRI0zCM


Statement of Purpose 

In 1897, 14 women gathered in a church basement; writing the bylaws for an organization that to this 
day, 123 years later, changes the lives of children and families in Colorado Springs. Led by Alice Bemis 
Taylor, these visionary women wove the social and civic fabric of our community, setting the foundation 
of high quality early learning that we benefit from today. 

Recognizing a need for child care after World War II, the Antlers Center was built in 1953 on land donated 
by the city of Colorado Springs. With the support of the Junior League of Colorado Springs, Antlers Center 
was built to serve children of families with working mothers. Eventually merging with Early Connections 
to ensure long-term sustainability, additional space was quickly added in response to the ever-growing 
needs of the downtown community. However, while Early Connections has been fortunate to be able to 
continue to provide necessary services, now, almost 70-years later, the current building at just over 7,500 
square feet, is inefficient, non-ADA compliant and no longer meets the needs of children. 

As committed advocates towards the advancement of early childhood best practices, Early Connections’ 
Early Childhood Initiatives Center will not only meet, but successfully elevate the standards of early 
education in order to address the needs of children in Colorado. A vibrant and essential element of 
downtown Colorado Springs, the building itself will be a learning tool, designed to include indoor and 
outdoor sensory experiences that encourage children to touch, explore and interact with the world 
around them. At approximately 18,000 square feet, this new state-of-the-art center, rebuilt behind the 
Antlers Hotel, will allow Early Connections to expand equitable access to high quality early education by 
increasing enrollment capacity to 168 children and ensuring optimal development during the critical birth-
to-five period for all children, regardless of opportunity.  

Attracting and retaining excellent educators is one of the most important drivers of a well-functioning 
education system—a system that must prepare diverse students with complex needs to participate in 
today’s knowledge-driven environment. The new center will also function as the first regional professional 
development center for early educators in southern Colorado. Early childhood educators  from across the 
state will attend trainings in person or via distance learning technology to develop and learn the latest 
research and best practices in early childhood education, health and safety, and business management. 

Healthy development in the early years provides the building blocks for educational achievement, 
economic productivity, responsible citizenship, lifelong health, strong communities, and successful 
parenting of the next generation. As a community, it is one of the most impactful investments we can 
make. Our growing community of young families, coupled with a strong population of well-established 
professionals and a thriving community of active duty and retired military, makes Colorado Springs 
attractive for businesses, individuals, and families. This new center will serve first and foremost, the more 
than 28,000 people who work in the downtown area and almost 89,000 residents, with most residents 
ranging in age from 25-64 living in nearby neighborhoods. 

Construction of the new Antlers Center is scheduled to begin in July of 2021 with anticipated completion 
of the building and playgrounds in July of 2022. Early Connections is managing the campaign to include 
up to a five-year payment option to allow for significant contributions to be paid over time. The estimated 
cost for the new center totals $8 million. The total campaign, to include window rehabilitation work on 
the Historic Day Nursery totals $9.5 million.  



Naming Rights in Honor of Early Connections’ Founder, Alice Bemis Taylor: Sold 

$1,000,000 Gifted by: El Pomar Foundation

 

Champion Investment Opportunities 

Investors: Investments of $500,000 to $1,000,000+ include strategic naming opportunities on 

interior or exterior common areas, to be determined at the time of gift. Examples of Champion 

Investment opportunities include, but are not limited to:

 
Early Education Center 
$ Gifted By: 
 
Preschool Wing 
$ Gifted By: 
 
Infant & Toddler Wing 
$ Gifted By: 
 
Curriculum & Instruction 
$ Gifted By: 
 
 
 

 
Professional Development Center 
$ Gifted By: 
 
Health & Wellness 
$ Gifted By: 
 
Training & Instruction 
$ Gifted By: 
 
Technology Distance Learning 
$ Gifted By: 
 
 

Investment Opportunities 

Investors: Investments of $25,000 to $500,000 include strategic naming opportunities on interior 

common areas, to be determined at the time of gift. Examples of investment opportunities include, but 

are not limited to: 

Lobby Welcome Area and Reception    $250,000 
Gifted By: 
As the heart of the center, this space welcomes families, educators and the community to our 
innovative and collaborative campus.  
 
Conference Room (2 available)     $250,000 

Gifted By:  
Located in the Professional Development Center, these two conferences rooms will house Early 
Connections’ trainings and community events.  
 
ADA Accessibility       $250,000 
Gifted By: 
An ADA-compliant center ensures Early Connection’s high quality early education services and regional 
training program can be utilized by as many children, teachers and community members as possible; 
both those living with a disability and without. 



 

Playgrounds  1 of 3* Sold     $100,000 

Gifted By: Jim and Lisa Cleary 

Slides, swings, monkey bars; high quality playground structures give children a fun place to be active, 
social and play as they cultivate skills critical to their early development. 
 
School Age & All-Purpose Room     $100,000 
Gifted By: 
A safe place for school age children to learn and thrive before and after school, as well as full day 
during the summer and when school is not in session. This multi-purpose space will be used as an 
educational classroom for school age children by day and a professional development space for 
educators by night. 
 
The Kids’ Kitchen       $100,000 
Gifted By: 
Located in the infant and toddler wing, the kitchen will provide children with nutritious meals. 
Breakfast, lunch and afternoon snack are brought on site daily, so that children can enjoy their meals 
family style, in their individual classrooms.  
 
Mothers’ Room       $75,000 
Gifted By: 
Located in the infant and toddler wing, the Mothers’ Room will be furnished with a mother’s and 
child’s comfort and privacy in mind. This nurturing environment will include all the amenities a mother 
needs to care for her young child. 
 
Teacher Resource Center      $75,000 
Gifted By: 
Big windows, tables and shelves full of resources makes this the perfect place for teachers to plan their 
lessons, continue their own professional development and make sure that they are fully prepared to 
meet the individual needs of each child.  
 
Infant Playscape       $50,000 
Gifted By: 
Located outside the infant and toddler wing, this area will provide a safe place for outdoor play and 
learning for our youngest members. 
 

Family Resource Center Sold     $50,000 

Gifted By: Mike and Diane Bell 

It truly does “take a village.” This resource center for parents is filled with books and DVDs on behavior 
guidance, brain development and more. This space is for meetings between families and behavioral 
health specialists, teachers and other specialized staff. 
 
 
 



Classrooms, 2 of 10* Sold     $50,000 

Gifted By: The Shirley Strait Foundation, Tom and Sue Neill 

Each home-away-from-home classroom is filled with treasures to explore, magical moments to 
experience and dreams to discover.  
 
The Director’s Office       $50,000 
Gifted By: 
Responsible for the entire campus, the Center Director ensures a safe and educational environment for 
children, manages teaching staff, communicates with parents, and upholds the quality of Early 
Connections’ services to our community. 
 

Kitchenette Sold       $50,000 

Gifted By: Andy and Barb Aylward 

Located in the Professional Development Center, this space includes a small sink area, dishwasher, 
microwave and refrigerator. An area to prepare and store meals and snacks, this area gives educators 
nourishment as they work to deepen their impact on the young children of our community.  
 
Administrative Suite       $25,000 
Gifted By: 
The support system of the entire campus, this area will ensure that staff have the administrative 
support needed to effectively meet the needs of children and families.  
 

Outdoor Spaces, Sold      $25,000 

Gifted By: Jordan Strub and Michele Strub-Heer 

A place to zip up a coat, give a quick pep talk or wish them a good day at school. Leading children to 
the front entry of their home away from home, a lighted parking area, benches and landscaped spaces 
welcome families and ensure accessibility to the adjacent Antler’s Park. 
 
The Rest Stop        $25,000 
Gifted By: 
The Rest Stop gives teachers a place to unwind and relax during their lunch break. Featuring amenities 
found in a staff lounge, this space will be configured to give respite to staff. 
 
Stroller Parking       $25,000 
Gifted By: 
If you’ve ever handled a stroller or car seat, you know they can be unwieldy. Having a designated 
stroller parking area in our vestibule provides much-needed, short-term parking options for parents to 
drop off and pick up their children without large, bulky strollers and car seats blocking the doorway. 
 
Child Doors        $25,000 
Gifted By: 
Only a few feet high, these special doors are located next to the regular classroom entrance and give 
children a fun and unique way to enter and exit their home away from home.  
 



Parent Information and Check-in Station    $25,000 
Gifted By: 
Located in the welcome area, this space will provide parents with updates, upcoming events and a 
check-in station to ensure parents have the information they need to be engaged in their child’s 
learning.  
 
Donor Recognition in Lobby      $5,000+ 
Any gift of $5,000 or more will be recognized in a designated area of the new center, to be determined 
at a later date.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“It’s not what you gather, but what you scatter  
that tells what kind of life you have lived.”  


