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Our Building Futures campaign hit 
a major milestone this June—we 
are 50% to our fundraising goal! As 
we enter Phase II of our campaign, 
we continue to build momentum 
and excitement around the Alice 
Bemis Taylor Center and what the 
addition of this facility means to 
Early Connections, the Pikes Peak 
Region, and children and families in 
Colorado Springs.  

Building Futures is a campaign to 
ensure we continue to meet the 
growing needs of our community 
by expanding services and building 
capacity to provide access to early 
education and care for all children. 
We are halfway to our fundraising 
goal because of the monumental 
support from you—our remarkable 
friends, allies, advocates, and 
donors—thank you!  

As we embark on raising the 
next $4.5 million to close out 
this campaign, we are poised 
to amplify our reach and build 
upon our success through our 
Building Futures Ambassadors. 

Our Ambassadors are people like 
you: generous and enthusiastic 
supporters of children who believe 
strongly in the role philanthropy 
plays to support the critical work 
taking place at Early Connections.  

To ensure you, our Ambassadors, 
have the tools and knowledge 
to educate and invite others to 
participate in Building Futures, 
our campaign updates will 
feature personal stories from 
the diverse families we serve as 
well as related statistics. Early 
Connections has a remarkable 
125 year history and legacy, so 
we are also including a timeline 
to highlight major milestones as 
well as historical context to help 
inform our next steps.  

Through the power of storytelling, 
personal connections, and building 
a case for why early childhood 
education is a critical community 
resource—spaces like the Alice 
Bemis Taylor Center—we anticipate 
Building Futures breaking ground 
in 2023. 

THERE’S POWER IN OUR STORIES 

Questions? Want to learn more and get involved? Contact us: 

Ashley Groves,  (719) 381-4804, agroves@earlyconnections.org
Nicole Schiff , (719) 381-4803, nschiff @earlyconnections.org
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As we continue to live through 
historically significant times 
and navigate the myriad ways 
that the COVID-19 global 
pandemic has impacted our 
economy and culture, the 
following remained true: 
babies continued to be born 
and parents made. At Early 
Connections, we have the 
unique historical experience of 
serving children and families 
now through two pandemics. 
We continue to do the same 
as we did during the 1918 
Influenza pandemic: we remain 
open and responsive to the 
needs of our community.   

Families in Colorado Springs 
have continued to grow and 
joyfully welcome additions as 
the world was simultaneously 
shutting down due to the 
pandemic. Lynn and Cy 
Holladay are one such family as 
their son Kass was born in July 
2020. Lynn and Cy knew child 
care would be critical given both 
of their careers.  

Lynn began researching 
options near downtown, 

somewhere close to work 
and home. “We didn’t want 
to compromise on quality 
for location, or vice versa.” 
Lynn was thrilled to discover 
Early Connections Learnings 
Centers, and that our Antlers 
location offered reliable toddler 
care from 6:30 in the morning 
until six in the evening.   

Lynn’s work demands long 
hours due to the orchestra’s 
rehearsal schedule. “During the 
concert season, I spend major 
chunks of time at the Pikes Peak 
Center, and I loved knowing my 
baby would be walking distance 
from me.”  

Lynn planned to enroll Kass at 
Early Connections as soon as 
he was eligible (18 months is 
currently the youngest age that 
location supports), and knowing 
demand for toddler care is very 
high, she placed him on the 
waitlist well before his birthday.   

But the pandemic resulted in 
other plans. Enrollment for 
toddlers at Early Connections 
remained at maximum capacity, 
and Kass remained at the top of 
the waitlist. As months passed, 
Lynn was able to rely on her 
retired parents for support. “At 
first, it was easy to focus on the 
silver lining in our situation. I 
was able to work remotely in 
my parents’ home while they 
watched Kass. It warmed my 
heart to sneak a peek at Kass 
and my dad napping or my 
mom sitting on the floor reading 
him a book. I love their bond! 
But as Kass continued to grow 
and hit major developmental 
milestones, like crawling, 

MEET KASS AND HIS MAMA 
Lynn Holladay, Vice President of Operations at 
the Colorado Springs Philharmonic 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 

Another way of 
supporting a story and 

showing impact

$57Billion
loss to the national 

economy in earnings and 
productivity due to  

low-quality or nonexistent 
child care 

20 Million
working mothers 
with school-aged 

children across the US 
disproportionally impacted 
by the pandemic, with 3.5 
million leaving or losing 
their job or leaving the 

job market entirely within 
weeks of start of pandemic 

(dubbed the Shecession)  

$2.15 Billion 
worth of new development 

projects Downtown 
recently completed, under 

construction, or announced  

26,600 
employees currently in 
Downtown Colorado 

Springs



pulling himself up, and walking/
running, I saw how hard it was 
for my parents to keep up as his 
primary caregivers.”  

Lynn was eager for Kass to start 
at Early Connections so he could 
be surrounded by peers as well 
as experts in early education to 
support his growing curiosity 
and physical activity.  

“I don’t think there should be 
any conflict between choosing 
to be a mother and maintaining 
a rewarding professional career, 
the two should not be mutually 
exclusive,” shared Lynn, 
reflecting upon the stressful 
period waiting for a spot to open 
for Kass. 

“I’m so grateful we had resources 
to fall back on, like my parents 
and some flexibility with work. 
But I know others, especially 
other moms, who don’t have the 
support of local family or even 
a partner, and it’s impossible to 
work without reliable child care. 

I am so appreciative for 
this place, 

the thoughtful, intentional, and 
enriching care they provide to 
not only my child, but every 
child. Kass loves his friends and 
teachers at Early Connections!”  

Kass spent nearly a year on 
the waitlist before he officially 
enrolled with Early Connections. 
Lynn is relieved they are now 
part of the Early Connections 
family, especially as she gears up 
for the first full concert season 
since the pandemic started. 
She regularly utilizes the ‘village 
of support’ and resources we 
offer families. Currently, Kass is 
navigating some allergies that 
seem to impact his digestion, 
and Lynn speaks highly of the 
“whole Early Connections team” 
working with his pediatrician 
to make sure Kass continues to 
thrive in his class.   

The need for toddler and infant 
care is great, and it continues to 
grow in tandem with our city. 
The waitlist for toddler care at 
our Antlers location regularly 
exceeds 120 families, and long 
waits are common at other 

child care locations 
throughout Colorado 
Springs. Our Building 
Futures campaign 

supports the growing 
needs of our community 
by expanding toddler care 
and offering infant care at 
the new Alice Bemis Taylor 
Center. 

BY THE NUMBERS

 

$15,325
average annual cost to 
provide center-based 

care for an infant  
in Colorado  

120+ 
current number of 

families on the waitlist 
for toddler care at Antlers 

location (and true for 
other child care locations 

throughout CO)

1 
number of National 
Association for the 
Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC, a 

nationally recognized 
standard of excellence 
that is bestowed upon 

less than 10% of all child 
care centers, preschools, 
and kindergartens across 

the United States) in 
Downtown offering 

toddler care (that’s us!)  

0 
number of NAEYC 

accredited facilities in 
Downtown currently 
offering infant care  

(we’re working on it!) 

I don’t think there should be 
any conflict between choosing 
to be a mother and maintaining 
a rewarding professional 
career, the two should not be 
mutually exclusive.

“ 
”

Kass at Early Connections working  
on a creative sensory play activity. 



EARLY CONNECTIONS 
+ BUILDING FUTURES 

1897
Early Connections Learning Centers 
founded by 14 determined women

1923
Alice Bemis Taylor constructs 
Historic Day Nursey on Rio Grande

Major Milestones and 
Campaign Highlights  

1951
City of Colorado Springs donates land in perpetuity 

for the use of child care with the stipulation that 
it remain 100% dedicated to the care of children, 

otherwise, ownership returns to the City 

1953   
Junior League of Colorado Springs builds 
child care center at 108 Antlers Place

1973
Early Connections takes ownership of Antlers Place 

following merger of child care programs

2018
Growing community need for more infant and toddler 

care identifi ed and an assessment of current center 
capacities completed 

Building Futures campaign developed in response 
to grow organizational capacity to better serve and 

support the needs of our community

Campaign launches quiet phase    

Major gift from State Historic Fund and individual 
donors secured to launch Phase I of Windows and 

Doors Rehabilitation at Historic Day Nursery  

2019
Phase II of Window Rehabilitation funding secured   

2020
Covid-19 Pandemic, all Early Connections Learning 
Centers remain open for families  

Phase II of Window Rehabilitation 
begins at Historic Day Nursery 

New facility designed to replace Antlers Place 

Transformational gift from El Pomar 
names new facility, Alice Bemis Taylor 
Center for Early Education

Phase III of Windows Rehabilitation funding secured  

2021
Phase III of Windows Rehabilitation begins at Historic 

Day Nursery 

2022
125th anniversary of Early Connections, 

public announcement of Building Futures campaign  

50% of total funding secured for campaign!

Building Futures Ambassador program launch    

50%

Moving into 2023 and beyond  
Present plans to City Planning Committee 
for approval   

Send out proposal request for 
building contractors, select crew   

Break Ground!  

Hard hat tours of construction site  

Phase IV and completion of Window Rehabilitation 
at Historic Day Nursery

Building Dedication 

O�  cial fi rst day: 
kids learning, kids playing, kids thriving 

✓



THANK YOU!
$1,000,000 +

El Pomar Foundation 

Norwood Development Group

$250,000- $999,999

City of Colorado Springs Community 

     Development Block Grant 

Ms. Kelsey Nolan, Mr. and Mrs. Bart and       

     Cathy Holaday

State Historical Fund 

Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation

$100,000- $249,999

Anschutz Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Jim and Lisa Cleary

Lyda Hill Philanthropies

$50,000- $99,999

Mr. and Mrs. Andy and Barb Aylward 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike and Diane Bell

Mr. and Mrs. Tom and Sue Neill

Qualistar

The Shirley Strait Foundation

$25,000- $49,999

CALM Foundation

Colorado Springs Health Foundation 

Gates Family Foundation  

Mr. and Mrs. Rick and Diane Price

Mr. Jordan Strub and  

     Mrs. Michele Strub-Heer

$10,000- $24,999

Mr. Michael Finkbiner and Mrs. Maureen  

     Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Jim and Mary Beth   

     Gathen

Inasmuch Foundation 

Jerome V. Bruni Foundation 

Mrs. Joan Frederick

Luther T. McCauley Charitable Trust

National Trust for Historic Preservation  

    Peter Grant Fund for Colorado

Mr. and Mrs. Ken and Sandy Jaray 

Mr. and Mrs. George and Laurie Luke

Mr. and Mrs. Denny and Sandy  

     Weber 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry and Mary Beth  

     Williams 

$5,000- $9,999

Anonymous    

BNSF Railway Foundation 

Carl W. & Carrie Mae Joslyn Charitable  

     Trust  

Celebration of Life Fund 

Edmund T. & Eleanor Quick Foundation,  

     Inc.  

Energy Outreach Colorado (NEEP)

Mr. Charles Curtis

Mr. and Mrs. Skip and Kathy Fleming

Mrs. Joanie Mooney

H. Chase Stone Trust   

    

$4,999 or less

Anonymous

AssuredPartners

Mr. and Mrs. Peter and Cindy Aubrey

Mr. and Mrs. Jack and Elaine Brush 

Ms. Miriam Cavanaugh   

Mr. William Corrigan and Mrs. Jane  

     McMahon  

Mr. and Mrs. John and Liz Denson

Ms. Susan J. Edmondson  

Mr. Robert Gonzales

Hester E. and Edwin W. Giddings  

     Foundation  

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Clarissa  

     Hobson   

Dr. and Mrs. David and Carol Hull 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard and Karen Kunstle

Dr. and Mrs. Karl and Shannon Lackler 

Mr. Mark Tyson and Mrs. Noreen  

     Landis-Tyson

Mr. and Mrs. Lou and Cynthia  

     Lemesany

Mr. Perry Lewis 

Captain William Loveall

Lunchbucket Creative, Ltd.  

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen and Pamela Marsh 

Ms. Joan True McKibben

Ms. Vivian McWhorter

Mr. and Mrs. Jon and Becky Medved 

Ms. Felicia Mendygral   

Ms. Joan Mullens   

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson and Eloise Noland

Mr. and Mrs. Tyrone and Kathy  

     Olson 

Ms. Tammy Rahaim   

Ms. Susan Rose

RTA Architects

Dr. and Mrs. Sidney and Karen Rubinow  

Mr. and Mrs. Brad and Jessica Shubert 

State Historical Society  

Ms. June Wolf Steahlin

Ms. Helen Steindler

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald and Cheryl Tolley

The Woman’s Club of Colorado  

     Springs 

Ms. Jocelyn Wall 

Mr. Alan Gregory and Mrs. Jan Weiland   

Mr. Robert Williams   

Mr. Terry Stiffler and Mrs. Wendy 

Wolfswikel

Ms. Cindi Zenkert-Strange

*Gifts as of 08/25/2022

Questions? Want to learn more and get involved? Contact us:  

Ashley Groves,  (719) 381-4804, agroves@earlyconnections.org 
Nicole Schiff, (719) 381-4803, nschiff@earlyconnections.org
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